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Leveraging Technology to Improve Literacy

Technology s changng Meracy, claim Web 2.0 advocates vty researchers, edgy branans, pundits
ol the Blogosphere, and the meda. The visual is ascendant, text iy secondary —and inoarty? Forget about
£. Web surfors fip from one information wive 1o ancther, gatharing and synthesizing. Beginning, middie
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Technology and Literacy

B wrd P poge

wih wrnng Suency can benels from
teachen irmegraeing techoctogy into the
chesroom. And somsesmes o] and.
rue echmoiogy woeks the best.

“The only sl S D cnoangh re-
scarch Bebind & s plan, ol wond peo.
coming,” MacAsthur sns. Soacdks with
writng &ficultios s ablc 0 prodhace »
e s fookas goond, and they an go
back and fix things wwhow sunduong
ww mdaakes ©

Acconding to MacAnhor, wond-
peodhction soltwane, which gonerancs
toes of poscntial woeds as stderes type
il ensers o the compuier, cam also
help sedents doamatically impeove the
betelny and speling of thewr wrisng, s
4 2000 aniche i the Mandhonk of Whiieg
Resoun A, “The Eflects of New Techeod-
oppes on Wireingg and Writkag Processes”
he expilaien st his series of theoe soud-
5 of S and 10-yese-obds wih sovere
wxling peobiicrms showed st dhoe wu-
dhersty’ legble wonds incressed froes %5 w0
85 peroent, s ther comoctdy spelied
words rose from 42 w 73 pesoers

Croating & Buddy System

Carcd G, & formwer sachnology
ook, wom the rmermationad Reading
Amoctions U8 Prosadertial Amvand bor

Rexdng and Sechoology for her Reading

(LTS SIS Joonc s, whachy ey M) s
o 10 e the laeracy skl of begin-
ring seadens &t Howand By
School in Bugeme, Owe

In developing the progam, Gaeyg
wivked with Univensay of Orvegon
vescarcher and peoneer lncmu\n-
supponed sisdyng Lynine =
Teman 10 3ed its cffeciiveness wih
Minderganen stidents. Using the
Dyoarnnc Indwcatons of P Early
Lincracy Shillls vest. Grerg et the g
ol sswdenis every two wedks on peeresd
g aoxd early seaching shalls, s s namy-
g leners, phonernic ssareness, and cme
o decoding neresense words accurmely

Ader s wecks of using Realing
Buddics, Gregg s, “Wee saw bick who

Bod boen opemmiog a the 10vh and 20vh
peroentiies moving up 10 the 40th and
S0th percentiies.” Az the end of (he 104
woek plor, Grieg says, “TSuudent] wese
oo above the souts bometmsark ™

Bocause Realding Boddecs i 2 tabe-
Bome program, seadonts brng hoee
MP3 player foer dars 2 work 10 I 30
pockcasts of Cong reading o 25-mermte
wory Fach saders rocetves & packn
contaning the book from which Geog
ts reading, questions 10 reflect on, and
sorpes and songs thae disect saadets 10
sound out snd tace Larget keners and
e o thim o plctarns M e
phe. A" s e alhgmer, appie. e,
and 50 on)

mockdines—sach o visuads, iraceg k-
ters, audieory. and songe—and roqueng
weackets 10 dncwe the matenal uith
pasts or 2 aduk Lely mander in
the home. The Sollraing mormung, ché-
dren roturmn thee packess, which aclude
# oommplered parertal checklss or com
mers. Groig then bas 2 boel comene
thon with cach studenn 10 te the Roadng
Dusdches work back 10 the dov's schood
besson,

Coeng found tha, Koe these snderes,
the prograsms bemefts included bagher
tost scooes s wiell a nomsaed commpre-
hensson and confidence. “These weae
bouks v, i 2 barge o soall growp,
T T N LI B L
they'd be i the back malieg trosble
Coog notes. I two wincks, they wene
the kads ratsing ther hamds and soving.
1 hoorw tha.”™

Al Howand Blermermary, teabhers also
e techmology W s stadents’ Ind.
il compechonsion and witien work
Webbusad progaen, such o RdBeX00
and Adicve X0, geoerate data hased
on seading assggumcrs scl & sadosty’
ecdndasl abndey kewh The texben
then we the revedts 10 dilesentiee
eseraction foe therr 2nd theough Sth
pracke soackents

For & seaxchen & Howand

Addrossing Stadonts’ Spocial Neods
To help stabemts who Yane ssdacey
ooy peoblere o dydevia, schools
200 using varows computer sechinologes

00 maubie sudens mose saase of the
sounds of woeds whicen othens speak o
when soadents thermsehes sead dowd A
Boadpes Acadery 1n Wireer Spangs, Fla,
2nd theough | 2h graden wah amning
Jealsleios uwe sochaokogy and roene
sopelar sntracion over the courwe of
owo 1o fonr yoan "o chone the acadhom
. with the goal of masrsewamng
whern hack ineo oval publc schooks. sy
Unas uay Durecsor j by £ gh, whe los
wiwrkadd in the Seld of bamog deabdh-
mes bor X) years.

AL the beam of Bodacs Acadeon s
seadeng IsspmonesncT Progeen 5 a
ewo-bour block, froe s 3 week, g
chudes 0 mrereates of seacher-Birocsad
mstrucmon and %0 muenees of ey

RorYnEon

Potneing 1o the schools use of the
TasForWoad Langooge and Tatlorthiond
Licracy poograns, Eght explars tha
computer technkogy o show down @
woolis “sound sigamse” so that dudenss
bocome meowe avare o the phonctnes
e e op St wonl For exampie,
stadents who severwe the b and dhe "

Pwo sounds, teachers Mghinghs the ditler
ences by showing dowm and amplifyng
the scunds shghtly Soadoms then ko
om themn iheough Comspraler actiies

The secinology “beakds those sudeory
and Legraape skals” of stuadents, aloaing
then, gonesally W be msore receptne o
hearreng bocrase typacally 8 peroent of
the mstrcsonal day sddbes on aadacey
trforreation, Fgh s “They'or bener
able 10 oahe use of classoven st
o bocause they can sesdenstand the
barygsoge of the inuescior betier,” she
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Call for Candidates
ASCD Nominations Committee
Seeks Significant Leaders

ASCD meeds dodamed leaders whe wil comtinue the
Assocsaions cflons somand hecomuing an crgaeization
of signilicance. In 2009, the General Memdersieg
Elecuion Wil 1R posioons br Presaderns-Blect (one
postion), Boand of Disecsors (1wo ponmons ), and
Leadentep Council membersat-bange (ix posiions)

The 2OV Sernmations U ormmmbe
temibers 10 sellackoct of 1 encourage qualithicd ind)-
vidhaaly irmesested &2 being nominased for wgnithcan
keadenup posticas w apply The applicason dead-
bz 1 Jasnoey W0, 2000

The Nomurations Commitiee will also sock cand)
daes from the Leadership Commnacil oo [l theee posis
thonis o the Bosed of Dyrecions, candidaes will e
ehecred by a Leadershio Counail voue

Norrinees loe af postioes will Be intervicwad ty
the Nostinations Coatuniiiee 3t ASCDS 2000 Aasnuesl
Conference &2 Oriando, Fla The intorvicws will e
whedled on clther Friday, Masch |3, or Satunday,
March 14

For more indormason, comaa Mary Ky
Kirkhand, 200809 Nomimations Commitiee
chair, s marykay Mrkbod®hesd ner or visa
wwwasod onglgevermance. s
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oner wx wecks, Fgdt aps

Recerthy, the Bridloos Acalomn 2o sunod uung Realing
Avatant, a program that s spoach secogretion iachnolog w
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- Teachers e the data coliecund s
the Reakng Ao soltware 1o
wc Bow tmarry words stnadhoras comecthy acad per mirtssc ad
which wosdhs they strugglad with Teachens ue s data 30
srhorm clyssoom msnxoen
¥ ghi notes that wsing sechnologs aoow s et the anwer 1o
TProvIng Senacy bt e soods hedp soachers move stindones
soward Swir daidusl leseming povls Using some of S sh
' aodoes s hurve nose, we can Jo soone things thar many of us
Boped 10 achieve foe a bt of oo spocid neads kadsedon 2 2
moch ssoer cBoorn ne,” e wiys. ey
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65th Anniversary Reflection —

Bob Moreris rermunisces about attending his frst ASCD Contorence,

& wan 1OTS when | wan fmindenyg oy
doosoral work & Indena Seate Urnsversiny,
andd oy agor peodessor, Wilkam Van T4,
oofd e 1o pack iy bags becaose | was
oing w0 the ASCD Conbonmce in Marsi
Beach. Well, back then i your magor peos
fessor sabd 10 J0 something. you (ad 4o
even i you dudnd have very moch money
The ASCD Conlerence win where of
the b ey wert 40 b prescnis
sons, Sebute eduacationad s and,
=ow imporiest, sec each odher b was
A yearly revesion of soess. Ve Til ws
sready & pust peesdon of the Assochoon
annd he kosew everypone. Th's wha was

e e me—gytting 40 moe and wlk
with the ASCED Solles Sk Bod Looper,
Gondon Cawchs Geneva Gays and may
bvore, Sarsh oo, Also, thaas
whese T met Ralph Bher bor the s

wrne and was awed by his remarks x o
Professors of Comosham mectmg, whnh
1 0% w0 stsenxd. Bl was o this mecting, aned
Ohose o Sodiowed, o | ot 10 sex i
hurd horw o the oocuponon &

1 harve amendled ASCD moesngs bah
hdly (only missing one) over the pes 31
years. Wt Fve learmed bsomn oy e
with ASCD has been thae the cnganas
ot B whatever you wan 230 be B3

Beort, & Umes. 4 grom soume of profes
sooenr] indornuion theoudh 1 pudon
porns ] conkerences and, M other s
af1 oven reaker soumnce kor develhopeng
perofovecensd Incraddups. SO, R the past
few ASCD conderences, Tve been gy
rrry weackersts with me, Bhe Van TH
Brought mae yoars ago. Thin year [
beruaght| 17 seaddorms boen Covngu o
the ASCD Arssuad Coedererne in New
Ovicama. b fwvas] 3 St “prodesacnyd
acdventire” lor most of thems, bt oee |
ferow they T abwaays reenernlxr aond o
chee with me—and tha sosnd preny
pooed 1o e wr



